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THE RESISTANCE OF THE GREEK PEOPLE 



Never for a indent has the resistaipa of the Greek people to 
their barbarous invaders slackened, in spite of the immense sa - 
orifice entailed by their open support of National Organisations 
and Guerilla groups, Ecnplpyees organise and express their piotest 
by strikes and- assemblies. Workers enlisted for compulsoiy labour* 
by the Geimans seek every opportunity to escape from the labour 
camps in full knowledge that they will probably pay heavily both 
in blood and money for their rashness#’ Fanners fiuid peasants are 
to their ’fellow patriots ini the towns • in their acts 
of open resistance and the example of the inhabitants of Megalli 
Vrissi Who refused to pay the tithe (tape equ^ to the 10^ of the 
crop) when the cereal crop was being gathered is not the only one 
in the country, The'Gemans not only seized all property of the 
inhabitants of the Megallo Vrissi but also imposed a fine of many 
million Drachmas^ upon them," 

With the recent plunders of food stores by the Germans in Salo- 
nica# the population of the town organised manifestations for the 
'problem of food supply which had become so accute*, T^yo manlfesta** 
tions took place in Salonica on the 10/11/.43,- One crowd gathered 
in front of the palaoe of the Governor General which housed all 
the Departments of the Greek Directorate and another crowd ass 
bled in front of the German Directorate in Eleftheria Sqi are. The 
attitude of the Greek gendarmerie during these manifestations was 
very lenient, because the' crowds were mostly oonrposed of women, 
ohildren and old men. Hardly any arrests were made except for tliosc 
effected previously by the Gestapo and amounting to 50 persons# 

The Germans on the excuse that large quantities of food had 
been hidden by the inhabitants did not Just content themselves in 
seizing large stocks, but went as far as to seize even the smallest 
qu^tity kept in store by civilians for their personal use'. Stocks 
seized v/ere composed mostly of large quantities of food and char« 
coal. 

The situation nov; has talcon a tragic turn, for with the intense 
Guerilla activity, the Germans are in no position to supply, the 
Salonica garrison and their troops round the bhris lake, from the 
Balkans or Central Europe, and these have i^herefore to be fed by 
food which is .requisitioned locallyi 

. All the Wi eat crop of Halkidiki and Macedonia as well aS' large 
quantities of wood were thus seized by the Gemans’#' Now the Ge3>- 
manp using as excuse that the Gueril^s seize oxldting foo"^ supplies, 
gather, in the wheat crop themselves*. All the wheat ci\Dp wa\ /assem*-- 
bled in s m a ll market towns round Salonica and loaded according to 
transport facilities at the Nazims disposal in Salonica*, This, led 
to a clash ^between Greek workers employed in loading sacks of wheat a 
±xx the trams’ for Salonica and the German guards in November. The 
workers refused to load the com unless part of the requisitioned 
crop v/ould be handed over to *tho local food supplies authorities. 
Faced v/ith the workers obstinate resistance, tne..,Germans opened 
fire upon them, killing one and v/ounding 2 o*uhers# 

On the 10/7/43, all the inhabitants of Neo Ghinekokastroii Com*' 
munity .were assembled together in the main square by a sudden peal- 
ing of the Church bells, the crowd started cheering for liberty, 
for a greater Greece, and against the extension of the Bulgarian 
occupation and the entry of Bulgarian troops in KILKIS',' 
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In order to reprees this outburst of National feeling f a 
of 20 million Drs*rv/as impcs ed on the inhabitants of 
and the German military'’ Police Commander ordered the coiuIsootwH 
of private property of all peasants considered responsible for 
this manifestation* 



The population of I-Ialkldiki manifest daily and openOy^thelr 
National feelings and the National Anthem is sung, in publio places 
in front of Germans and Bulgarians* who avoid all interfei^ce | 
fearing activity of stronger Guerilla groups in this area* 



On the ig/10/<:G^ in spite of all terrorist measures taken by 
the Germans in Athenr.j and particuLarly in the streets during the 
passage of British prisoners captured in the DodecanesOf the popu- 
lation managed to surge close enough to them in spite of shots an^-: 
severe ill-treatmeirtc by the Germar: guards and giving them vshat- 
ever they had in their possessions* 



^ GUSP.IUuA V^ARPAHE - 



- Activity of the 5/42 Re^* in the Lldorikion area. 

- Geman forces routed at several points* 

- Mortars^ machine guns and a large quantity of war 
material captured. 

Cpi^CTIQUBS t- « . 

Greek Guerilla Groups . * 

5/42 Evzones Rcgt . 

Communiqud No/ 1 .. 17/9/43 

During operations round the town of Lidorikloh by Units 
of the. 5/42 Regt/. lasting for 3 days, from the 12th to 
the I4th inst/ the follov/ing actions were fought i« 

i y,Q/^3 The Italian garrison of Lidorikion was isolated 
and surrounded by detachments of the 5/42 Regt. 
and negociaxions for their capitulation started. An En- 
glish major arrived on the spot and acceeded to the de- 
•mand of the Italian major j commanding the -garrlsoni to 
allow them a delay -for their .oapitulation up to 18,00 
hours of the next day, 

l^_^/43 A German plane fleW over the fortress at 9*00 a.m* 
u. .in the mo:*ning and dipped nackaSes of unknown oon« 

tent* in the moanwhiio, l6 trticke roll of German troops 
moved from ?*afpaIctos. to Lidorikion . In order to relieve 
the besieged Italian troops* The Germans attempted en at- 
tack on ^ our positions j but were repulsed by our automatic' 
fire* With the- German attack* the Italians b 3 X)ke their pro*' 
mess to the British major ana 'opened fire on our positions 
mcruari) and machine guns, the men of the Regl- 
■ ionghro hci'olcal.ly both against the Italians protected 

by their stronghold and against the Germans who were trying 
t o enc i rcle - th en*. 

Our detacoiaorts continued their pressure against the 
enerr^^: c.-i.-oting a sudden night attack. 

,, All thicugh this firce engagements took place*’. 

Some 20r._ Germans v;itn machine guns and mortars moved 
to Skakoula.j v;2>cre they Parted setting fire to' seme of the 
houses. 
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As soon as their intentions were evident ^ detachments 
of the 5/42 fired on the Geiroans^who panic etrift*^ 

Ken withdrew into Lidorikion, abandonning their mulesj 
mortars f machj.ne guns and equipment. 

All during the day^ the men of the Regiment made proof 
of courage and heroism* adding new pages of glory to 
their history. One officer ( Har. Lainas^ lieutenant of 
artillery) and a sergeant were wounded. ^ 

0ommuniqu4 No. ^ 

Ever since the start of the battle for Lidorikion bn 
September the l^h. the Regiment detached* one of its 
light Units, composed of some 30 men with 3 L.M#G^s and 
sent them to Anathema, in order to hinder all atteI^pB^ 
of the eneny to despaxCh reinforoements from Amphissa. 

This detachment took up position at AMIGDALBDNAS .. 
North of ANATJ&:A on the 15/9/43 and at 16.30 hours 
attacked a German column, comprising 3 tanks, 10 oars 
and 2 motorcycles, compelling them to return to Am*- 
phisea. 3 of our officers and soldiers were wounded, . 
in this engagement. The enemy aban^nned 2 oars on the 
scene and suffered many casualties. Later a r^coimais«» 
eanoe was carried out in order to establish more accu-* 
rately the onemy^s casualties." 



Qbpnujiiqu4 No. 3 -^ 



On the 17th of September 1943, our detachnents had 
taken up positions at AijATKDliA eind at 9.00 hours, at* 
tacked a strong German column oonposed of 50 cai’S. 
tanks and motorcycles. Several vbhicules v/ere destroyed 
^d many casualties both in killed and wounded. were 
inflicted on the enemy who was forced to withdraw to 
An^issaV 



The besieged enemy garrison v/ithin LIDORIKION, atteinp* 
ted to break our lines with a motorised column, in or* 
der to effect a jmetion with the attacking Germans 
from Amphissa. This move v/as however, counteracted ep,d 
the enemy column forced to withdraw into LIDORIKIOll. 

Our casualties from these engagements wei*e sli^tf* 

2 soldiers were wounded one of which severely and an 
officer in charge of one of the detadiments. 

cemposed of three men, laid in ambush in the 
^JrSILIA plain in DESRIiTIA area and attacked on the 
10/9/43 at 4.20 hours a detachment of 20 Germans y^ith* 
^wing from the battle of ARAHOVA:." 2 Geiroans v;ere kil* 
led and an officer ’and 4. or 5 soldiers wounded^ The patrol 
lost 1 man killed. One of our reconnaissance patrols cap* . 
tured a German soldier, a Skoda L.M.GV was also taken in 
perfect condition, 

V/ith the downfall of Italy., all Guerilla activities 'as- 
sumed new prepor^oiono and extensions. A large quantity of 
aims, ammunition and equloment fell into the Guerillas' 
hands, and the Guerilla war can now be carried farther 
afield with- better hopes for the future. One of the very 
first results that vrere felt, was the restriction of the 
occupation forces to :,arge iuhabitod centres, thus,, free- .. 
ing all the Spare]'* xes and the Country from enemy occupation. 
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COMiUNIQUE OF TI^ NAT lONAL GUERILLA GBDUPS 



A Gennan columuj over a battalion in strengtbj moving along 
the main loannina-Metsovon noad^ contacted our advanced detaclL* 
mente in the Dtlskos area at 6.p«m. An engagement was fought* but 
faced with the eneiriy^s superiority v/e withdrew fighting a delays 
ing. action with the enemy up to Balthouma bric3ge* There our troops 
counter attacked and the enemy was thrown back to his starting 
point beyond Driskos area and all our previous positions were re« 
occupied. V/e lost 1 killed and 4 wounded. 2 of which seriously* 
Enemy losses A large number killed and wounded* exact numbers 
are unknown* 12 Gennan dead were left on the battlefield. 

SPECIAL CC^MJiniQUE SUB No. 36*r A strong Gennan rcooimaissanoe de«-» , 

tacW^^iXbtoame tatq oontaot with 

our Units In the Driskos area on the 9/9/43 at 12.00 hours. An enA 
gagemeiTt took place whidi lasted up to 16.00 hours and the enemy 
was completely annihilated, but for 12 o were taken prisoner. 

Our losses 1 wounded, 

G.1I.Q. 10/9/43- 

Early morning on the 28/12/43, near Krania village Preveza 
area - a Guerilla Unit obtained an ovenvhelming victory over a 
Gennan coliimn 500 men strong. 

On the same day, small concentrations of Germans* attacked 
Guerillas at* Skala (Pararaythia) • The engagement lastoa for 5 hours 
and the eneny was repuj.3cdV 

On Christmas eve, Guerillas engaged the Geimans near Mellis 
approx. 6 Ions, from Ghiannitsa. A bridge was destroyed and Casual*^ 
ties inflicted on the oneny. . 

A stubborn fight was reported raging North of Pindos and Pier^ 
ra, against the Gormans v/ho sutTered large casualties* 

A typhus epidemic was reported to have broken out in the Par« 
nassos district. A fierce German attack v/as repulsed by the Gueril.* 
las during the 17 -18th of December 1943. The German lost t- 165 - 
killed and wounded. 

Ever since the occupation, the Germans, Italians and Bulgari- 
ans were not the ^ only ones v/ho indiscriminately took their toll of 
innocent Greek lives. The Albanians whenever they could after the 
fall of Greece, ' burnt clov/n Greek villages, plundering the meagre 
belongings of the inhabitants and killing numerous Greek subjects 
in the North of Epir.is. They played a most bloody role In the pay 
of their Italian masters and to-day with with the fall of Italy, 
they offer their murderous services to the Germans* 

On the 28lhof September 1943, an engagement was fought near 
:.^eftherohori between Guerillas and a- German detachment comprising 
• -GO 10 Albanians. 5 Germans were killed and an Officer and 2 Al- 
nxaM v/ounded, the remainder turned and fled. In reprisal, the 

together v;ith Gormans arrested 49 notables and 11 peasant r 
* the surroundings and executed them on the 30/9/43v- 

Fierce engagements were fought between Gennan troops and Gue- 
rillas who were everrtu^ly compelled to evacuate the Gre vena, Mot so- 
V on and ICalambaka areaf5. The Germans have thus, onde more become 
masters of the Kalambaka'-Ioannina road. 
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CRETE 



On the 17th of Kovemher 1943, a German patrol compoeecl 
of 17 Germans and 3 Italians entered Ahlada village area, 

A Guerilla Unit stationed in Pitharaki imformed of the pre- 
sence of Germane iimnediately set off in pursuit, A severe 
engagement ensued, lasting all day and the patrol was final- 
ly confined to a small house on the Westerly confines of 
Ahlada village, leaving 5 killed on the scene of action. 

The building in which they took refuge was a cheese dairy ^ 
built of concrete. In spite of stiff resistance, the Gueril- 
las manage to storm the building and climbing on to the roof 
threw hand grenades into the rooms where the remaining Gea>^ 
mans had taken refuge, killing them all off. 

On the 20/9/43 a german detachment drawn from the 745 
Canea Regiment , some 100 men strong, encircled Koustogherakon 
village and arrested 50 inhabitcints,v/ithout distinction of 
age or sex.The Germans then, lined them up with the inten- 
tion of executing them. This was, hov/ever, seen by a nearby gue- 
rilla unit v/hich led by a 2nd/Lt. approached the village and 
c'Tjened f^e on the german execution squad* Panic striken 
the latter abandonned their victims and took up positions 
North east of the village so as to face the Guerillas, A 
fierce engagement lasting all day v;as fought, 20 Germans were 
killed and over 60 wounded and a large ammount of ammunition 
and a wii'eless set v/ere captured. Unfortunately , however, the 
Germans had already executed some 15 of their victims inclu- 
ding 4 children. 

On the following day, a german detachment disembarked 
at Sou^ia Bay. A Guerilla detac?unent completely annihilated 
•'chem v/ith heavy machine gun fire. 

On the third day Guerillas were forced to withdrav/ 
because new german reinforcements of 400 men v/ith mortars had 
arrived on the scene. 

We mention here in particular the bravery of John Siradakis 
75 years old, one of those executed lat.epin spite of his age 
during the arrests, he seised a rifle he had hidden in his 
house and shot the german officer, a Lieutenant in charge of 
the squad and wounded 2 solOiers. . 

C S P ;-I A L 0 N I A 



• From recent reports v/c Icam that the military opera- 
tions for the occupation of the Island by the Germans las- 
ted 4 days. 

With' the Italian coll apse, the Italian gajTrisonr^over 
7.000 in strength, joined the greeic Guerillas and dedided to 
resist every geimon attempt for the capture of the Island, 
Command of the defence was undertaken by a .common H,Q. com- 
posed of Guerillas and ItaJLions.The Germans demanded the sur- 
render of the defenders and of eill forces on Ce^aloriia. 

On refusal, they disembarked at various points of the Island 

the ffixport of intense bombing attacks on all main pqints, 
.ine aeienclers resisted for 4 days causing severe casualties to 
tne enemy. . 
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The surrender ox a st-rong ItEilian detachment under 
the leadership of the Italisoi Genersd compelled the remainder 
to. ‘give-.iiniv*'- 

Damages caused to the Island are enormous* ^3 of 
gostoli tovm and many villages were complete^ destroyed and 
it is estimated that some 4.000 troops and civilians were 
killed* • ' 

S A M 0 S * ^ 

On the 29/11/43, an engagement took place betv/een a 
German detachment of 20 men and 5 Guorillas near Manolates 
village *3 germans were killed and 7 v/oui^ded, Guerillas lost 
2 killed and 1 v/oundod. 

In September 1943, on eng^ement was fought between 
a group of 6 Guerillas and an Italian patrol in the Kerki 
niountain..6 Italians and 1 Guerilla were killed* 

JC U V 0 E A . - 



After Italy’s collapse, Italian troops on the Island 
handed most of their equipment over to the inhabit ants. The 
whole Island is to day 'ruled by Guerillas.The 7th Guerilla 
Regiment in Euvoea formed on a military basis and equiped 
with Italian material and weapons is now well, able to give 
heavy blov/s to the Germauis. 

During October^November 1943, Guerillas in Euvoea 
fought tv/o engogoments with the Germans. The first was fought 
in the Psahna area, the Gormans v/ere routed 'leaving behind 6 
killed and 12 wounded. In the second v;hich took place in Pro*' 
kopion village the Germans lost 9 killed and a large number * 
wounded. Guerilla losses v/ore slights 



- SABOTAGE - 



25/12/43* In liacedonia Guerilla detachments destroyed 2' 

railway engines, a fair number of trucks cind mary 
sectors of the Salonica*<jevgeli line*' 

Other Guerilla detachments ca.usod' serious dama- 
ges in the Havronerio(Gounienitsa.) lead mines.They .£xlso cut 
all road coimnuni cat ions between 31asson-Ka.terini by destroying 
the bridges. 

On the December 24th 1943, Guerilla groups destro- 
yed 2 radlway engines in the Panteleimon tunnel north of La- 
rissa. 

In Pireaus harbour, during August, many attempts 
were made to blow up 3 anchored ships requisitioned by the 
german occupying forces 

- GEFIMT REPRISALS ^ 



.. . After Italy’s collapse, german reprisals against the 

civilian population increased considerably* 

^RESSALY . 70% of houses and property of villages attacked by 
the Germans have been destroyed,600 persons were ar^ 
rested as hostages and sent to Thessaly’s concentration camps.' 
160 others v/ere arrested in Karditsa for helping and collabo- 
rating v/ith Britishers, Nothing on their fate is Icnovai* 

Gennan atrocit ies are beyond any human description.. 
During December 1943.Kalavrita v/as occupied and set. 
on fire. From' the 25.00 houses only 6 escaped complete destruction. 
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In the ’?to>vn^GinGtcry some 1350 persons over 12 ye^a 
of age v/ere litteralli^ slaughtered. 

Many villages of this are<?. v/ere burnt and the pea- 
ceful monasteries of A^iia. Lavra and Megha Spyleon were at- 
tacked and plundered. All their gold and silver offerings 
were loot ed^ their librariosy their works of Art j their famous 
v/all paintings and pictux'os,true representatives of the greek 
spirit and church, lay a few hours after . the passage of the 
gennan vandals under a mass of smoking ruins. 

During 'the same period a second german attack, was 
carried out in Tripoli Iforth East to Stymfalia so as to ter- 
rorise the civilian population. Several villages v/cre attacked 
plundered and destroyed. Damages caused are immense, 

oh the XX/ 9/ A3 a gennan plane machine gunned for 
20 minutes the market town Alivorion(Euvoea) end all the 
Karavos coast line causing casualties amongst the civilian 
population. 

Three gendarmes were arx'ested by the gennan Authori- 
ties of Leu'issa and executed for being members of an amed 
group. 



German £irmy deteiclimcnts from Paramythia and Par^a 
burnt the follov/ing villages on the excuse that Guerillas 
had passed throu^ the areatHotka,Ghliko,Potamia,Vouvopota- 
mon,hemitsan4Spathareai,Ainmoudia,Koronopoulo and others. 

The destruction of the above was completed by ar- 
med moslems vmo plundered the villages and killed even 3 of 
the inhabitants, 

Soliada village v/as also set on fire and MO hou- 
ses of the 200 destroyed. 

On the 9/9/43 bulgarion soldiers follov/ed by Komi** 
tat sides from Kerkini, encircled Llcsolofon village (Eilkis) 
and started firing at it .The inhabitants panic striken fled 
and the village was looted and plundered. 

Six inhabitants from Edessa wore .taken as hostages 
by Edessa' s german military Police, 

The following measures were taken by the '.‘.in 

reprisals for continuous Guerilla activities, in the'Dia- 
ghoUjAno and Kato Simi areas - Crete, 

1) On the 16/9/43 a german unit burnt I^rton villa- 
ge to the ground, 

2) 0n the 16/9/43 Mourios,Dohia,I.’ythia and Riza vil** 
lages v/ere set on fire. 

On the 19/9/ 43, in reprisals for sabotage com- 
mitted by Guerillas the german military authorities execu- • 
ted many inhabitants of Akrotopi village (Filippias) , 

On the 19/9/43,10 oersons were executed by the 
Gormans in Selades village (Art a) in reprisal for sabotage 
committed by Guerillas. 

On the 30/9/43,19 -oersons were executed by the 
Germans In Lout ro topi village (Art a) for sabotage - commit- 
ted by the Guerillas. 



On the 18/ 10/ 43, german troops set fire to 92 houses 
out of the 93 of SlGftherion village in reprisal for an en- 
gagement v^lth Guerillas, Amongst the houses wore a school and 
3 churches. 

On tho same day these troops went to Fades villa- 
ge 4 burnt dovm 132 houses out of the 142 killing also a man 
and a woman. 

In the Di strut on village only 27 houses out of the 
220 standing the others having been burnt to the ground. 

In the Pcleonelion village, 63 houses out of the 
126 v/ore burnt dovm, 

i'any villages of Western Thessaly v/ore destroyed 
in rcprisa-1 for guerilla activities. Of these an average of 
80% of the houses and 70% of shops v/erc completely destroyed. 

In S.W, Thessaly the enemy passing through villages 
arrested all males sending those e^ged from 20 to 30 years to 
compulsory labour camps at Ekaterini and those between 30- 
40 to the Katara tunnel, . 

In the Polo pone se 4 villages of I/.e^aloupolis area 
were burnt down by the Germans in. reprisal for Guerilla .acti- 
• vity. , ■ 

At Monodenclri 160 hostages v/ere shot. Executions are 
reported in raeiny villages o.f this area. 

Rout si village wa.s burnt to the ground. 

On the 20-30/ 10/43, in reprisal for guerilla activity 
german troops burnt elev.m the following villages of the lo car- 
nina areas 

l)Fortazion,10 houscs bumt to the ground. 2) Avghon 40 houses 
burnt to tho ground and 2 persons killed, 3 )Krifo von, burnt 
to the OTound,4)Ravenia burnt to the ground. 5) Pi z anion, 3/ 4 
of the houses burnt to the . ground, 6) Serviaha, half the villa- 
ge destroyed. 7) Bass if a the whole village. 3) Asprohori, comple- 
tely burnt to the ground, G)Tseritsiaira a 1/4 of the houses 
10)311inikon 55 houses burnt to the ground, 11) IContovrakion, 
the 1/4 of the houses, 12) ICalmentzi on 75 houses burnt to the 
^ound,13)Aetorchijia houses. 14)K:rapsi 5 houses. IS) Anatiliki 
30 houses. 16)Mikra Ghipiota 100 houses. 17 & IG) Megha Peri- 
sterion,the v/holo village was burnt to the ground, 19) kikro 
Peristerion,the whole village 20)ivIouzaJcei,10 houses, 21)Ky- 
parrxssia ,one house. The villages of Dazena and Dasiana were 
plundered. 

Cairo f February 5th 1944 
The 

H . I . S , 

sgnd .The C ommanding Of f i c er 
If.TSANGARIS, Captain R.H.N, 
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